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up to date. I shall revert to this passage and try to
persuade my fellow-Westerners that our philistine inclina-*
tion to laugh at it ought to move us to laugh, instead, at
our own unconscionable parochial-mindedness.

For now we come to the two really laughably fantastic
cases of a local civilization's fancying itself to be the only
civilization in the world.

The Japanese actually believed that their country was

* the Land of the Gods ' and in consequence inviolable to
invaders (though the Japanese themselves had in recent
times successfully invaded it to the cost of their unlucky
Nordic predecessors  * the Hairy Ainu*).   Japan  4 the
Middle Kingdom 3 I   Why, Japan in A.D. 1500 was still
a feudal society in the unedifying state of anarchy from
which China had been salvaged by Ts'in She Hwangti in
221 B.C.    What China, so long ago, had achieved for
herself unaided, Japan had failed to accomplish after
having enjoyed for nearly a thousand years the blessings-
of a borrowed Chinese secular civilization and an Indian
higher religion passed on to her by Chinese good offices.
Could folly fly farther ?    Why, yes, it would seem that it
could, for the Western variant of the universal fallacy
surely    outfooled    the   Japanese.    The    Franks    were
solemnly asserting in A.D.   1500 that the true heir of
Israel: Greece, and Rome was not the Orthodox Eastern
Christendom but theirs, and that it was not the Western
but the  Orthodox  Church that, was  schismatic !    To
listen   to   the   Prankish   theologians   you   might   have
imagined that it was the four Eastern Patriarchates, and
not the Patriarchate of Rome, that had doctored the
Greed by slipping ajilioque into it.   And, to listen to the

* Roman  Emperors  of the  Gernian Nation'   in  their
political   controversies   with   the   Greek   and   Russian
successors of Augustus and Constantine, you might have